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Abstract

The purpose of this research article was to develop a network of novices in organizing
activities to strengthen the network and reduce risk factors according to Buddhism in Samut
Songkhram Province. It was an action research with 4 steps: 1. Surveyed the network
participating in the activity. 2. Organized novice development activities. 3. Expanded the
results of the activity. 4. Developed a prototype. The target group consisted of 20 youths in
Samut Songkhram province, and interviews were conducted with 18 key informants. The tools
used in the research included Research interview forms, evaluation forms before and after
training, and focus group discussions. Data were collected by organizing novice ordination
activities for 30 days. Data were analyzed descriptively, including tables and descriptions to
describe events related to basic knowledge information.

The research found that: 1. The network for developing novices consisted of houses,
temples, and "Bowon" schools. 2. Organizing ordination activities for novices aimed to develop
the students who participated in the project according to the framework of religion, social
ethics, and responsibility. This created learning consistent with age and used the image of
being ordained as a communication channel. It brought the image of a novice with students
into public communication to achieve management of "Reducing risk factors" holistically. 3.
Expanding the results of organizing activities for the community emphasized community
participation, such as home visiting activities and activities to help older people. 4. Wat
Indaram implemented policies and activities to develop youth and support the community.
They organized a lunch program and provided educational scholarships for those ordained as
novice monks. They also had risk reduction programs, which were psychological methods that
created motivation and led to concrete practices. Additionally, the temple funded schools to
teach Dharma studies under the policy of "Giving Dharma, Giving Funds." They organized novice
monk ordination and temporary ordination activities during the summer break and held
Buddhist youth camps annually. The impact on the community was assisting with necessities
for the people.

Keywords: Novice Network; Activity; Risk Factor Reduction Network; Buddhism; Liquor and
Cigarettes
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