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Abstract

The objective of this academic article is to analyse political commmunication according
to Buddhadharma of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu by referring to political communication, the use of
Buddhadharma in politics and political communication according to Buddhadharma of
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu. Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, as a source, is reckoned as a monk who has a vital

role in using Buddhadharma in politics by applying or implementing Buddhist principles for
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the best benefits of society as a whole in order to improve the quality of life and the human
spirit through various media or channels such as preaching through multiple channels including
preaching at temples, on television, radio and print media. Buddhadasa Bhikkhu gave
importance to morality, which is the thing that protects and maintains peace in society and
leads humans through political crises. The political communication approach of Buddhadasa
Bhikkhu needed to specify precisely what type of political regime was best and suitable for
Thai society at that time. Still, he did give broad principles about what good politics should
look like. He wants people to pay attention to Dhamma so that they have morality. When
everyone has morality in their lives, any form of political system is possible for the benefit of
all citizens. The Dhamma principles that correspond to such approaches are: 1. Rajadhamma:
virtues or duties of the king; 2. Aparihaniyadhamma: things leading never to decline but only
to prosperity; 3. Brahmavihara: Holy Abidings, 4. Saradayadhamma: states of conciliation, 5.
Dhammadhipateyya: supremacy of the Dhamma or righteousness, and 6. Dinfihadham
mikattha-sa§vattanika-dhamma: virtues conducive to benefits in the present. Political
communication, according to the Buddhadharma of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, is, therefore, a
framework for using Buddhism to lead politics or social development based on
Buddhadharma. Thus, the messages that he communicated can be adapted to suit the current
social context, which depends on the attitude and vision of the receivers and how they would
apply the principles to bring maximum benefit to society.

Keywords: Political Communication; Buddhadharma; Buddhadasa Bhikkhu
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