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Abstract

This academic article investigates the phenomenon of the spread and adaptation of
Christianity in the Asian context through comparative case studies of four countries: the
Philippines, India, China, and South Korea. Each of these countries embodies unique historical,
cultural, and political circumstances, which in turn shape distinct manifestations of Christianity in
terms of its recognition, cultural adaptation, and diverse social roles. Employing a descriptive and
comparative analytical approach, the study examines Christianity not merely as a Western import
but as a dynamic faith tradition capable of undergoing “localization” — a process by which
Christian beliefs and practices are reinterpreted to align with indigenous worldviews, values, and
ways of life.The findings reveal that in the Philippines, Christianity has become deeply embedded
in national identity; in India, it serves as a platform for challenging the caste system and advocating
for social justice; in China, it exists under state surveillance, often in hidden or unofficial forms;
while in South Korea, it plays a significant role in democratization, economic development, and
urban community formation. These varied contexts illustrate that Christianity in Asia should be
understood as a dynamic and dialogical religion—constantly being reinterpreted and negotiated
within each local setting that transcends Western-centric paradigms by recognizing religion as an

active component of contemporary sociopolitical structures and cultural transformation.
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wiinpsandnsnaanzleuiuigaglasveugabinuidufanssunimaunlaluuiweuws  uedl

Y

AIARdNTUANIEUU (Underground churches) duiusnniiidendiiuaueg9du o lnsanzlunsiiu

A a

fotineluswanaud Msnulzvasgusunsandniintuludiudiud vseanunnlddamesoansisoe

o

WaNANEINITATIAEDUIINNAST (Yang, 2006)
b4 ¥ a a L a ] a U =) 1 1
wiinelenisaunueawinsadluiunduiiulnegralouy  lnsanglunduauies  Augulnl
wagiin1sfinyn  anawnA3adgnueaIuto N siaIANEsIt ANSURATEU wasNTY B9

wanaRnwnAneeuidasiduanudunguunnidaenyaaa (Vala, 2012)
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wwaltuagadanandliiuinsgiuneneny “vinlienaunduiu” (Sinicization of Religion) lng
Muualvinsaninsaeswnuissdydnuainimauilviaenndosiuinusssudy Wy msinnngdngsa
ada 3 v A 4 v (% a 4 a dydgj )
nsuanssendIululuad  uasnisulansydudslvidenadosivwuifndeauiion  nisauauilinades
alvayuuasdsdnsalndunisaaveuasnmnismaunluszaudn (Froese & Woodberry, 2020)

= a

nstlveiuiasvieuliiuiinnuduiusiBediuaseninsgivmaw  wagnisasegrasrsandnslu
& Ad o 2 A Ay !
NunEsnmeraudutesideinaTesmasnlign

4.4 \n9ala: AauIRIaRnuNNsasINTIALazUszYsUlee

nMsveneivasmauAsadlunvasdulsingnsaiilaaduluginiaeds  lesenizdle
a ] a ¢a A e o a cs o o I =t
#91504137 Aawasaddueaulidsindndaluauaynsinma winduanunsaiaundunidsluaau
nanveslsemalugiiandulleisuiulsemeaulues nUssrinsiaualudagdu Jyrnmald
Wuilemauimsanunniniesas 30 Insuvsesndulusinaunusuazamedn (Grayson, 2002)AEUIASER
a v a I3 ' ~ | v v fu ¢ A = ]
Suhginvdegiafumanislutiaieanissed 18 duanuduiusiuinusvavaeluiu wasins
venglunninagialateanissei 19 Sudunssuaadelnianlanasuan dyduunslugadu Wy saisy
duAeTA (Horace Underwood) unumanAgilunisnens uminedeeeuis (Yonsei University) Lag L8
U3 uenmuwaaes (Henry Appenzeller) Wugnenslsaisouunand( Paichai ) Fadunildlulsaieunia
Weouwiansnlunima dadugaisuduvessyuunsinwadiolulluning (Clark, 1986)

maunasadtunmdldliladinegiissunummiseauyinty  udlisnswasdenseuiunisadng
W5 (Nation building) 8e196inTs InelamenasasnsuinIvg (1950-1953) vilruseinanasiluyain
AIdENENGAsYgRakardnn Asandnsnateidugudnanavesnisiiuinmeamnedeen wasidunui
Uaandenadniaaadmsugussauieasmsu (Kim, 2000)

T 98 ALAINITNIS (1960-1980s) Asadeau tnetamizlusnauaud dunuimlunisaduanyu
wuaunsuszrdsulneinuesAnsmemauas o Wuaniasandnsutseifiniva  (National
Council of Churches in Korea -NCCK) iagan1dup3asieu( Christian Academy) #ainausugiinisdeng
wazinAanssuiieuszysulae (Hong, 2008) wanefimnenisidies 1w Auwags (Kim Dae-jung) Afl
FINFINNINYUBUATAS haztiierAteunieenaul WuanueRsssukasAnaasuywd ulylunisimue
ulgune

¥ =) a LY a v o v a U ldlr-:{ a
uenvINAUNISiies  AsandnslunvaduansdneniwlunisWauiasandnsoualney idaun
P uagltnaluladdeansadelndlunisvenedvina  Wuasandnsnsinfnuauysalleslal
Yoido Full Gospel Church) #iflasnntiuaruaunalan wagliuIn1snemuanigeiu n15Ru waydenu

(Chong, 2018)udlazdianudsa  wamauIATARLNWELANETYRUALTITME  WuUsINgMTeinTs
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anasvasausulmdluaTandns  MIInn¥ANUIITIELAzEUIveIIATARUNGN  Wagnsuaatuiy
maudulaganzynsaauwazavsiedlml  eddlsidmaunsandinsdiunumediudaunsiludny

a a

i vansluseAuImigauuaznisuleuigasisay (Park, 2014)

GENY
uneruilfdmanatavemisunsnszneuaznisusuivesmauasasludeneforiu

ndiAnuwesdusuna dun aUTud Sude Fu uannwdld Tnetliduimaueiandldmasegl
gruzmaniisiuuuiey  wiidumaufiamnsaviuasugiuuuldnuuiunmeiansssa mades
uardsns msusnguesnsaseanluededddlifiomsidasmemauiviniu udfunszuaunis
voensienulu 1319590 waznsesendsnusssuiifiaudntaazdeior IuRAUTLA mauesas
Isnanefudunilwedasaeigmiuassndnvaimeimusssn Tuvasiludude mauadaddunum
Tumsvmessunssae  wesdudommaisanunisdmivggnned  Suasviousnuduiudidediung
szrinedgiumawognadudy  uannmdlduanadanmsiimamaiadannsaitundaadniuionisiam
wiswgha UssanSulee uwasyuvudesediaduszuu mevhanudilamawasadiuedeliniseguugiu
P99n15IAI1 @397 vie “Auman” MINUAAISLDLAUNIZUIUNMTOUNAINUAIBTBINITUTUMD 113

= = Y @ = aaa LY a d' ' U ' -1 = LY
19591 LagAUUAsuLUaLandliiui Nt Ine A nen LUUS UNTLANANNA WD 9B nTalasinaIn
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