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Abstract

This article aims to examine the impacts of economic transformation in China since the
1980s on the country’s social and cultural changes, from a liberal perspective emphasizing
individual freedom, equality, and cultural diversity. The study employs theoretical analysis and
synthesis of existing research to provide a comprehensive and systematic understanding of the
phenomena.Findings reveal that China’s economic reforms and opening-up policies have led to
rapid economic growth and structural shifts, particularly the expansion of industry and
urbanization. These changes have significantly influenced family structures, migration patterns,
and gender roles within society. The urbanization process has created a new middle class and
increased social diversity, yet it has also exacerbated inequalities and vulnerabilities among certain
population groups.Culturally, economic transformation has altered values and lifestyles, with a
growing adoption of consumer culture and modern technologies, while efforts to preserve and
revitalize local traditions remain important to maintain cultural identity. The tension between old
and new cultural forms has generated identity crises that require comprehensive policies and
measures for resolution.The article recommends policy approaches that promote social equality,
preserve cultural diversity, and enhance individual freedoms, while supporting community
participation and developing flexible social welfare systems to facilitate balanced and sustainable

social and cultural transformations in contemporary China.
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