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Abstract

This article aims to examine the impacts of cultural tourism on local communities in
Southeast Asia through a comparative analysis of three countries: Thailand, the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, and the Kingdom of Cambodia. Guided by frameworks on socio-cultural
sustainability and community participation in tourism development, the study draws upon
academic literature, international reports, and selected case studies to elucidate the differing
dynamics of tourism impacts across these national contexts. Findings indicate that cultural tourism
can yield significant positive effects, including economic opportunities through income generation
and employment, social benefits such as the revitalization of local identity, and cultural gains
through the preservation of heritage facilitated by community engagement. Nonetheless, the
study also identifies key challenges: the commodification of culture, shifts in traditional values
and lifestyles, environmental degradation, and inequitable distribution of tourism-related benefits,
particularly in settings lacking comprehensive state policy or where external investors dominate
local tourism development.This article argues that the sustainable development of cultural
tourism in the region requires policy designs that genuinely prioritize community agency, enhance
local capacities in self-management, promote tools for qualitative impact assessment, and
encourage intergenerational transmission of cultural knowledge. In doing so, tourism can become
not merely an economic instrument, but a mechanism for cultural resilience and community

empowerment.
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