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Abstract

This article examines corruption in competitive examinations for recruitment into
Thailand’s local government service through the conceptual frameworks of governance, systemic
corruption, and patronage networks. It employs documentary research based on academic
studies, scholarly articles, official documents, and literature concerning corruption control. The
findings indicate that score manipulation, bribery, brokerage, and interference in appointment
processes should not be viewed merely as misconduct committed by isolated individuals. Rather,
such practices result from connections among applicants, brokers, officials with access to
examination information, personnel controlling score-processing systems, and supervising
authorities. These practices are facilitated by the high economic and social value of public
positions, fragmented accountability across multiple organizations, and digital systems that may
concentrate control over examination data in the hands of a limited number of individuals. Such
corruption normalizes the use of money and personal connections, reproduces patronage
networks within the bureaucracy, transforms public positions into investments expected to
generate returns, and undermines public trust in local administrative organizations and Thailand’s
public administration. The article argues that addressing the problem requires more than
punishing individuals who manipulate examination scores. Structural reforms should include
separating responsibilities throughout the examination process, developing information systems
with complete audit trails, allowing applicants to verify their scores, tracing personal networks
and financial transactions, protecting whistleblowers, and holding executives accountable for
failures in supervision. These measures are necessary to dismantle the structures that enable
public positions to be bought and sold and to restore public confidence in government

recruitment.
Keywords: Systemic corruption, Governance, Patronage networks, Local government

examinations, Position buying
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