Journal of Asia Social Science Studies Vol.3 No.5 (September -October) 2026  + + 1 |1

Journal of Asia Social Science Studies Original Article
Received: 25 August 2026 Revised: - Accepted: 30 October 2026

t-ﬁl = tﬂln o/ a tﬂlﬂ 1 = 1 1
LEDNTIYTINNINAUNAUIN: {]iuu‘i/i’]ﬂ’ﬁ'q%ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ‘iﬂﬂEJ'l&Iﬁlﬂ‘VI$L'UEJULLﬂZ‘U@\‘i’N\‘i‘UE]\‘lﬂQV&I']‘c’J‘IVIH
lun13AuATRNAUYDLIR
When Heirs Reclaim Temple Land: Unregistered Land Dedication and Gaps in Thai

Law on the Protection of Temple Land
W.8.000351 fanshuna’

Miss. Nudtera Delokrattanakul

UNANED
unAninmsETingUsrasdiolinneitiymnseiaiinuliialagbildaemsdeulou
NITNAVS wazdesiweangumnglnglunsduesesiiuvesin Taeldnsddefimmiationasisu fwmin
vouniy {Junsdmaivdmiuisnfiviened Usznoufulssmangraneuiauasmndisd Usvana
ngviEnefiAu ngsuTnaRnuzasl W, 2505 wndfinnvimaini waglonasdivnsiieides
nanTiATIzinUd JgmddndliAnannsieangrineduasesiifuresinlanse uiiAnainaall
soilesszmitaanunvesiaiin msuuaznsnsounsesiinuresin uaznsannzidounssudns lasiawy
Padguriuanniiuveenuiiitveuansanungiidlugfiduiidunssuavsvesinesauysal  wn
Avigiimdstindousidunmsmamsdounduaia  deuAndeldudsifirudadunindusaniinnnenun
memvseldnniluvesiauds nsfinsandsdesdmiladuanuivesdli wuuresdifinssy nsdweu ns
AseUATRs uaran Uy louusznauiu unaraausiumanilydusyns leua msfmunguuuy
uagsanngmnevesnsianauliialitaau  msdelidssuuanudsnmsefianounisaangidoulou
NIINAVE  MsEinsEUIUMIITIRARULAYSUTesan UL AU InAseUATOsRAN  waznsidenles
grudeyasevinedn dwinnunsewmseauiend waznsuiieu ielianuvesdlieiie anSuesin
Avdueamem uazdoyamamsdouiimnuaenadosiu suaztivantefimmuaraiisnusiunsivey

vosdvisluipuvesinluszezen

% a L%

ARty nsafiafiny, Nnuvestn, fissdlasd, avSvesmem, nseanzileudns

Tinisnisdase independent Scholar,Thailand

Corresponding author, e-mail: unudteradelokrattanakul@gmail.com


https://so18.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/Asiaso/index

Journal of Asia Social Science Studies Vol.3 No.5 (September -October) 2026  + v 1 |2

Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the legal problems arising from the dedication of
land to Buddhist temples without registration of ownership transfer and the gaps in Thai law
concerning the protection of temple land. The land dispute involving Wat Pa Adulyaram in Khon
Kaen Province is employed as a contemporary case for framing the analysis, together with the
Civil and Commercial Code, the Land Code, the Sangha Act B.E. 2505 (1962), relevant Supreme
Court decisions, and academic literature. The analysis finds that the principal problem does not
stem from an absence of legal protection for temple land itself, but rather from a lack of
continuity between the donor’s intention, the temple’s acceptance and possession of the land,
and the formal registration of ownership. This is particularly problematic during the transitional
period in which privately owned land intended for religious dedication has not yet legally become
temple property. If the donor dies before the registration process is completed, a dispute may
arise as to whether the land remains part of the deceased’s estate passing to the heirs or has
already become temple property. Determining the legal status therefore requires consideration
of the donor’s intention, legal formalities, delivery, possession, and land registration. The article
proposes four reforms: clearly defining the form and legal effects of land dedication to temples;
establishing a notification system for land dedication prior to ownership registration; creating
procedures for verifying and recognizing the status of land historically occupied by temples; and
integrating land information among temples, the National Office of Buddhism, and the
Department of Lands. These measures would align the donor’s intention, temple rights, heirs’
rights, and official land records, thereby reducing disputes and strengthening long-term legal
certainty concerning temple land.
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