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Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the limitations of Thailand’s visa-exemption policy
and the challenges of law enforcement concerning foreign nationals after their entry into the
country, using Israeli tourists in Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province, and Phuket Province as case
studies. The analysis draws upon immigration law, foreign employment law, foreign business law,
government policy documents, academic literature, and relevant case information. The analysis
finds that the visa-free policy plays an important role in promoting tourism and economic activity.
However, reducing pre-entry restrictions requires the state to strengthen post-entry governance
accordingly. The Pai case illustrates the limited capacity of a small tourism destination to
accommodate large numbers of visitors, manage local complaints, and effectively enforce
relevant laws. In contrast, the Phuket case demonstrates more complex challenges arising when
tourism intersects with employment, business activities, and nominee arrangements. The article
finds that the principal problem is not an absence of law but regulatory fragmentation, as
information and enforcement authority are dispersed among multiple government agencies. It
therefore proposes a shift from a conventional visa-free policy toward Smart Visa-Free
Governance, involving the integration of immigration, residence, employment, and business
information; risk-based law enforcement; stronger regulatory capacity in major tourism
destinations; and adherence to the principles of equality and non-discrimination without using
nationality, ethnicity, or religion as a basis for enforcement. Sustainable openness should balance
economic benefits with the rule of law, community safety, and tourists’ rights. Such an approach
would allow Thailand to facilitate international travel while maintaining effective, proportionate,

and equitable post-entry governance.
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