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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the role of Buddhism in constructing political legitimacy
in Thailand, investigate the role of Buddhism in constructing political legitimacy in Sri Lanka, and
compare the similarities and differences between the two countries. This qualitative study
employed documentary research and a comparative approach. Data were collected from books,
research articles, academic publications, historical documents, constitutions, laws, and other
relevant sources. Content analysis and comparative analysis were conducted across four
dimensions: Buddhist principles and ideals of political rulers, state-Sangha relations, Buddhism
and national identity, and the recognition and protection of Buddhism through constitutions, laws,
and state institutions. The findings revealed that Buddhism plays an important role in political
legitimacy in both countries, although through different mechanisms. In Thailand, political
legitimacy is characterized by the interconnectedness of Buddhist principles, the moral qualities
of rulers, the monarchy, the Sangha, and the state. State-Sangha relations are relatively
institutionalized and centralized. In Sri Lanka, Buddhism is more prominently associated with
Sinhalese identity, nationhood, and the political role of Buddhist monks. The comparative findings
demonstrate that, despite their shared Theravada Buddhist tradition, differences in historical
contexts, state structures, forms of Sangha organization, and sociopolitical identities have resulted
in distinct relationships between Buddhism and political legitimacy. The study therefore suggests
that the political role of Buddhism should be understood in conjunction with the specific historical
and institutional conditions of each country.
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(Dhammardja)  Wexlesnuwanzaslunislisunadniuansssunagniiivesiunases  Tambiah
(1976) uanslifiuiannnsvesiunAnans 9633y Rajadharma) Wienihivesnsnidlugsssusm

( Dharmaraja) vi3effunasasiinsssssn TufsdliFuauddmesuvemszdelandouIAniTas
népsduarigludsaunmsvoneideliuaziafony fuoonledld fedu mimveusTaumesunasasussuy
ANUAALUUNMSIELAANIINN1SATEUATEIS N NEIDE LAY WiduTuSiuN1SUS URnUsTTULAENTS
vihvihfiguiusinssymsaaun (Tambiah, 1976)
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sudounazauuigvisvesanzasd Tambiah (1976) wui1 lassa¥uesdniangasdiiauduiusiy
lassasanisunasasmislan uarnsTadiuiuresnnraldsusvEnansruuMSUIIIveIsE
puduiusHIna1viinsgududauzasduarnsassanuilussifouneluanduasdfidvaivayu
AMUYBUFITUVBI5ELTYUNINISIEBY (Tambiah, 1976)

Ussmisfiany msaesgasislmivhlsieuduiudssninedgiunusasivesinedidnvassiugud

1Nty nseennguaneiItusnrasifufunadamsei 20 Wudumiwesnaosdnsadidng
sruuUisnduiugiulassaneesss Tambiah (1976) Anwaunnisueangvisneaaizasst o, 1902,
1941 uaz 1963 wagnumnuduiudszninlasiaiunurasifunalnnisuimsvesss vaedl Schonthal
(2017) ¥ Wewssuifufuussmemmsluadelfuasiedony fuoondeds UssnalveTlassadiams
ApINBLarsEUUTIIM A MU uANzasinTINuiuazAseUAqNDE LN

Usgmsia wezwwsenaududrunilwesdydnualilfatvayusuifounnsidesedineg ng
Tambiah (1976) Bins1zsinsidloslneniendansiasuuUaimsunases we. 2475 wazwuin wiiguuuy
maUnasesazasunlas  widndnuoluazaumifstesiunsennsmaundinsdanuddaysionsl
AnmmneuAnsilearANLTeUsTINvRsszidoumansiles mswasuaniguuuaningsgadiolide
lallgvilsmsenmsmanmesonaniiufinisniaides ynuAlAsuFULUUYRsANLELTLS NN
guiuduuvIIaludanuduiudiuandu nguane LAYTLUUTIVANTUINTY (Tambiah, 1976;

Schonthal, 2017)



Journal of Asia Social Science Studies Vol.3 No.5 (September -October) 2026 v+ 1 | 54
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Schonthal, 2017)

5.2 UNUIMYRINIENNSAEUTUN56319A109aUs T5UNINsilasuAIaen

namsAnuILingUszasdden 2 nud nsemsmauiiunumdRaysonmYeUsTIITNG
mMalesvesrddsnudufioafusemdlng  uisunuuaudiusiinrauanisedisddey  osned
SanhulszaunisainsUnasesuyeanien MsHunsznsaL MsAugRanTTunERIs mMaadis
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Usemausn  mstlugwssnvsmaududiuddyuesnmsaisdndnuaimedsaunasniaileses
¥1dsma Gombrich Lay Obeyesekere (1988) WUl wizymseauvosyAmaldldiduszuumanni
vgalls  wiiAnnsiAsuuasesannaeldmnuiuaiowazmsasundamsdsan Taegunuuany
BouagmsUfiRvnamauuiuslumuuiunmmadiay nszuiumstananvinlimsswrsaautansnsadl
unumlndluitufiansisasuasduiusfunsadrssndnvalvesyndma (Gombrich & Obeyesekere,
1988)

Usensfides nsvastaidsndnlufunummmanadiesediednioy  Tnsanzdauinszuiums
ﬁuvjwagwwﬁmamuazmia%a%’gwé’ﬂmm’]ﬁm Tambiah (1992) LLﬂ@ﬁﬁLﬁuﬁwuﬁmiéfﬁLLGiﬂﬂiﬁuVj
wgnmsmaulutie a.A. 1860-1915 MsiAsuudasmsnsidesuas3gossuyasening a.. 1915-1946
paonIuNsRAnszafiTiunuImmMensiliesuarMsaavaNasesiunsildusmensideses
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annsnatuayuvdosifausemureusTmesiisiuanansiledld (Tambiah, 1992)

Usgnsiiany wagymsamaundluduiuseddlnddatudndnuwaidmanagymsuten Tambiah
(1992)  wandlsifuhmsiugnszmsmauuagnadiosniendildsuenseviilimnudiussening
arandudava wagnvsmaw uazarudumnieiudatu lsnmenaudsusvamamadodutag a.a
1956  waziunstunensseion  wisnnsaawdsaunsagnidiluninenslunisivuadiieslsie
waUstloviivesd  uarlasvieuumisladianumnzaniiesuniomauselovifaingn  (Tambiah,

1992)
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2017)
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WIzNMINERSuarsEUUAMTatuUTINAUdduasAUsEnaudfy  vauetieSaaniiuszaunisalonan

o

[
a

oy msAugeanfunessd laswadeadiinszaed wazmsfewssdndnvadmaduteulud gy
ANULANARRINa1IITINSEImseaw i duurasnuseusssunenisdisanielilassadied

waneneiy ulazdisinguniemaunsauiufnu (Tambiah, 1976, 1992; Schonthal, 2017)
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