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The problem of economic inequality in India
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Abstract

Economic inequality in India has become a growing problem over the past decades.
Despite India’s remarkable economic growth across various dimensions, the benefits of this
growth have not been equally distributed. Inequality has profound effects on the country’s
economy, society and politics, siving the rich and middle class better economic
opportunities while the rural and tribal populations continue to face shortages of basic
opportunities and resources such as education, healthcare and quality jobs. Reducing
inequality in India requires a concerted effort from all sectors — government, business and
the general public — to achieve long-term social and economic equality. Sustainable
economic development and infrastructure reforms can help the country achieve its goal of
narrowing the economic gap and creating a more equitable and sustainable society. Creating
rural economic opportunities and improving healthcare services to make them accessible to
all groups of people, with a social structure that focuses on equal income distribution and

access to basic services.
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Fedamaronsimuegdiy  lulssmedudedymildlnduiseuuanidussiungls us
Fufedesiunisnsyanenineins lena LLa3mmﬁ’aﬁ"ﬂué’aﬂuﬁ1ﬁama (Piketty & Saez, 2014) &4
TunsdlvesUszmadunie anumdeudifisnguananusyfimans deu Tausssy uasasgiad
Fudou

mﬂsﬁagamawmmﬂaﬂ(WorLd Bank, 2020) Waws1891uv890xfam (2022) Useinaduie
Huussmafitiassgiavualngdusuiiulan  uinduliseduamumdondrgsiiaauiilvadan
AT 1% winvesUsunaduiiefionsesauiiadangt 40.5% veminernsvianualulseina Tuvas
finuauiian 50% Tedwutafies 13% vowdniasinanuUszevd (GDP) desiedanaruduna
Mnlassaaasvsiauaruloveiliauna 9lildiSelmAnnsimueshaiis

ﬂizi’amam%mmmmLwﬁamgﬂuﬂizmﬁ%maagﬂﬂaiwﬂﬁmﬁumammmwmiimz (Caste
System) Favmszidovdinaliiinisudwuiulnesidsdwaredaiuynmmednnue s unny
favualasiamzauduiignineglurssasishiigniaduanmsfinu 01dn dswadedinarundueg
Tunaewn wi¥gssauyyussmaduiislulagiiuasonidnssuuissugesnadumenisiousd® 1950
wlumaUdi  enulivhifenidennssuuismsnduioly  Tesamglusuuniinisdnis
NSWYINT AISANWN LLazﬁﬁué’ﬁuagjﬁ’mﬁmw%aamuzmqé’qmJ (Dréze & Sen, 2013)
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AruvAemfizuLssty M daaimaasusiudelingumuunalylésunaysslonigaan Tue



Journal of Asia Social Science Studies Vol.1 No.3 (September -December) 2024 27

finguusanuuazinuasnsansineglunaasamenauuiy (Bhalla, 2021) mstAulafanadslsl
ansoudlvanmenavlussiunnguld  wsgmsiaundsemajaduluiiniagramnssuuas
vinshudledvgiinnnidt  luvaefinanussnssuiiiuunasinsnundnuesdssansdnddng lalg
Uselowl
uenaninmadhdimsfnwuasuinsguamsadutiafefidaaulunsasieurmiuiniend
TutsemaBuie sus1eaues UNESCO (2021) Usssnnsluiiufivuumuagngususi (Scheduled
Tribes) sinlallésulomalunisiinfamsinuiifannm Ssdsuansenuselonalunisiianunazns
asumeldluszezen wnsdortussuuasnsnglududeddmumiendsenisiuiidieuay
YUUN Tnguszannsluruundnlngfesiianuinisguamdfinunmeuaziialdieguile
Wiguiiuiunalavaananian
pansevunAuwdsualuduAslildinegudluduasugiamini  uidsdmareda
Mediauwasnsiliesdnie  anulivindsudumaasegialaneliifnanudaudsludiey  wunis
anferesnguuinuuazmsUsersluiuiisuuniivszaugmnsnaunauninensuaslona
(Chancel & Piketty, 2019) uonandianuwdssdndidmaneiiniensdies  vilmAaaul
Pndalusguianazandumemailies  Wesanussyvusesiigimansilesindaudusiug
Tnd%asunguyulyajannninuszanauily
maudlatgmeanundend wihisuavssmmduisssduiuuloviesns q eusam
aruwdend wulassnsataRnisdeen madnwuuutidy wagnsduaiunisisnulusuun ue
uiams;lmﬁhﬁjﬁwmmigsmmmazmiu‘%mﬁmmiﬁﬁﬂizam‘émw HagnsAeNINeInslalause
ﬂszmsﬂ,ﬂﬁaﬂaq'mﬂszmﬂil,ﬂmmaiﬁasmLﬁm'?i (Singh, 2020) dawaiﬁmmmﬁlamagwé’amagj
unATARzLARR IR IE BN T aAsgRTluUsemeBuFe Rl lfss e reisaiae
vietoyamaasugin  widesadufiffinfdunudaadomedien UseiRmans uagmadiosd
Roader  msdnwiludeavariidudsddyilundvesmstmunilevswasmsiauiiddy  Tae
uneradazuaninsliesgiaoiunisal g uasnansTnuveIMIMAem luUsEInABUGY
yufsausumauluivsnzaunuddu

2 agumsainnumdenamaassgialulsamadulie
mmLwﬁamégwmwaLﬁi@gﬁﬂuﬂszmﬂ@ulﬁaL“fluﬂszLﬁuﬁwﬁmﬁazﬁauﬁqﬂ@mL%ﬂﬂiﬂa%wﬂu
dmuuaziasvgiavessema whsdnmaianegimnselaalutaummssuiinn wivesing
seriseuTIBLarAuIUNdUiNTedalideddy  msiumaasugRvldldnszanenauselovd
ogaifiesluseiugiinavielunguussensiunndineiy  Teazvieulidiufadediinveaszuu
AT¥gnakazn1sInnITninenslulsemaUsemaduie
mstlfiufannuindendiandeyaaifuasdeyaiiugu Useinaduidedelunilsly
ﬂsvmﬁwumiﬂivmammmmﬂmmmamumﬂmaﬂiﬂaﬂ AUTIBIUTEY Oxfam (2022) wuhlu
U 2021 audifisgldanniian 10% luduifsnseunsemindauda 77% v awmmmwmm Uil
Userng 50% filseldtionfiganduiiningdumiudulite 5% vemiwensdionun (Oxfam, 2022,
p. ) mansneeldfliaunaitliduierudumailunsaidonamaasvsivlitulszens
dnilvg) uenanidleldsndsil Gini Index) Fudwedesdloluniamzinmsnsyaeseldnui
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Usemeduidedian Gini Index agil 35.7 Tul 2020 FsganinAadevesusamalue@eld a1 Gini
Index figsiiasioudsdiomnisnszaniveselfuazninenslufiovosnduaufiedlifon (World
Bank, 2020, p. 19)

arulsividienfudsalfiinauuanisssnieuduiarniine luwdvesninie Usse
duiRedmnunannvatsegannlussdunsiauuarauiwousasing  Tnglusgitinsugia
WIYAULA WUSEUNNIIEYsY (Maharashtra) wagsgnsangne (Karnataka) asiindnsausiuiasiuly
Useine (GDP) sevigenindgiifinnuennaunin 1wudghvs (Bihan uwawigemmsusuina (Uttar
Pradesh) Ssaufsdivin (Dreze & Sen, 2013, p. 54) mmLmﬂ@iwf‘:l,ﬁmmﬂmsamuﬁlﬁamaaizmw
%5 maihislassadieiiugu wagnmsuimsdansilaivi

lusgAudenusyuuissae (Caste System) dunumddglunisimvualanianieasegiauas
dauluUszmadude wihngmnoagendnnsufiiamszuuissas uilumalfoR nganssue
LazvLKIRaAL (Scheduled Tribes) SsnsuUszaufunisfnduludunsfinu msdenu uaznis
didamdwenns wenani é’mwmmmmmiunajmméﬂﬁé’ﬂqmdﬁmLa?iaﬁuaqﬂizmm (Dreze & Sen,
2013, p. 66)

nsulaMaATYERAveIBuRenaINsUUAsugAalul1991 Faunsdaainmg
wswgha Wuandiifuiamafiuturesdamnaiulnegaiseivla sgdlsfinnn nisdulpindy
lianunsoanaundendluszerenld MesuvesBhalla (2021) seyimsidiulaves GDP duilvy
Nnann1AUsNsuargeavnsdluiledng yaurmanuasnssdaduumadsnumdnves
Usernsnnnd 50% gaemsegluanimdmds (Bhalla, 2021, p. 112) muwdoNaddasinglu
Tassai1snsdenu Tnsusanuiiivinuzuasmsdnungeanunsadnfenuifiineuwngsudesng
I Twasiussnudiviemsinyuaginuesasgnanineglusndiinglfinadlituns W
MenERsEazaLsUT19iIly (Chancel & Piketty, 2019, p. S40)

uonniszmasuRed undyfumumasydlunaiedd Tnsenrlugiusield msdnm
WaraunIn  9NYeyaresUNESCO02)nuinmsidntansAnulusupedilivinieuiy  lay
Usernshuruunuagnguassngsinddnmnisinusinisssnsludeduavdongusudunans
(UNESCO, 2021, p. 38) Tushugunin maidhfsuinmsguamidaunmdadutiaming neamzlu
fufruuniifimsasmullassaeiugiuninisumddinianasg

aruwdoudusdufnnntadessdulan  lnglddudvinannnssualanifdninagns
Wasuulaswewnaalan mslaaEmenmsiuazmsamuilivssmaduifsaunsafiganisamu
Mneassmeldinniu uinausslesidniuajndunsyandeglundussiaualg) snefinunsns
wazissuluruunnaulasunansgnutiesunn (Singh, 2020, p. 19)
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1.Uadmuasugna

anuliifislulssmedufofaumduniananlasahaessgiailiauga lny
Uszinmduiggaiunsimuniauiniseazgaamnssuluuniilod FsdanalAndosineseming
YUUNUALLIDY INVBYATDY Bhalla (2021) wuinUseana 60% vosUszansluduifedinsiianane
nunsnssudunrasselandn uwinanunsnssunduliduuiandndusnuiasiuuszenfiies 17%
Witk (Bhalla, 2021, p. 98) mmwé’ﬂmmﬂmimmmiamﬂul,miuiaﬁLLazIﬂsqa%fNﬁugmlu
fufivuon  vilvussnulunadnatlenmalumsiaudnenn venindanulivifiesdainan
msnszgniveminnsmMaasgiauasiulufleveanguauiioshifiay  UseiRmansnisdnass
firulugaoranieuiilfsudugausnduannsamunuiifusunalng sasiinunsnsnedosndulad
avslunsfudvesiifu (Dreze & Sen, 2013, p. 44) uiriguiasgihloveufsuiiu usins
sdunsnauatuaslafiussdnsam

2. Jadgmedenuiag Imusssu

TngianzateBessuUnTsasuaY Ty SYUUITIaly (Caste System) Stumumdndaylunis
PinlonaniaasugiavenguUssrInsuIngy  wiinsgssuynvesUssnaduisarldendnssuy
a9nrlud 1950 wilumeufoRnduassneiuazsushdaiu (Scheduled Tribes) Ssaundyiuns
WonUHURLUMUNSANYILAZNI3IUY. 108191 UT1897UaIN National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO) wmhé’mwmidwmuiumjmﬁmsﬁﬂqﬂmfm'wLaﬁamaqﬂssLWﬂﬁﬂaaQLﬂﬂ (NSSO, 2019, p. 62)
wonanil  mnaldvifienswianadadutededfluusamaduie lnegungadnillonalunis
iihfensinwuasnuifiseldgafosningue s1891u97n World Economic Forum (2022) sz
Ussimeduidsegludusiuil 135 an 146 Uszmeluduidmnuwindioamana (World Economic
Forum, 2022, p. 29)

3. Jadenemisiiled

nsimusulsuenmadledulsemedudeinduuliuiaivayunguyulvy  Tasns
viradunnnguyuliiunssanadeadudesinudiulévily ulsuevasedgnasnstuiieide
Ustlowtiondumant wunisanniddmiuuisnaueluavionisudssussiamfa (Singh, 2020,
p. 38) ueninianudumarvesulovisatainisfiurannianisdlessdmansenudenisanany
widond wihsguiaeeillasinsatainis WuMahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) fisjanfaazairssmiluruum winsuimsdnnisuaznsnszanenineins
nauliidulusudvang Taesieauan Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) 52y
Usgannd 30% Guaﬂwilsz:mmé’m%’u‘imqmsﬁgﬂi%asmlajﬁﬂizﬁw'%mw (CAG, 2021, p. 21)

4. Jadunieuen

Tnsianzaseds  wansznunnlamAtniiiunumddnlunsdaaiunafvlamansugia
vossmmedudy  ednlsfnunaUsylonififntuinaznszandedlunguiiivinuzunsyu v
nauussulTTinweluruuNNa AT AUANUTIIMIEIINNSUAETNNITALALNTEEFIUNNT
mﬁmlﬂé’qﬁuﬁﬁu (Chancel & Piketty, 2019, p. S45) mimﬁaué’wm@ué’adqNaiﬁl,ﬁmmﬁmé"sut,maq
Tusmaussnu  nsawgnmsdsuadusmaussnulan  wumsifisuresnuluniamelulad
asaume () wazudnsmamsiudsdssaliussniluslosniiinsfnulisuussloninnnings
ussluruundianainueiisiu (UNESCO, 2021, p. 48)
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4.Naﬂ'53‘VIU°U'EJ\'iﬂ'J"ISJL‘Vigaﬂg']ﬁiaaﬂﬂﬂl
mmLwﬁamgwwwamwgﬁﬂuﬂismwr?amﬁaa'amamwuﬁﬁa%&ﬁgﬂuﬁﬁmqmwgﬁa GAGHITRE
maidies uennilSsdmadeaudiBuresmisiauUssma mavhamudlananssumenioshs
avidenvztigliiunmsvesdym wavaunsansnukwmailaldognamunzay
Anuliviisumaasegiatinansznusarsugialaesay  linisuilaawaznisiiulania
wiswgivanas  ilessnaulduiiiisumaseldiiliussensandngueidde  Sesitnnis
Uslnanegluuseing ansea1uves Credit Suisse (2021) wuinUszana 50%veusyynsiulseine
Suirediseldaaesindt 20,000 JUsiol %"’ahjLﬁEJqwaé’m%’umiﬁﬁﬁim%uﬁuﬁm (Credit Suisse,
2021, p. 29) Msanaswesn1sudlaalumalszruilvilfasgiivveBuiefosiiimmsdieenuay
nsawuAINAIUsEmARE1wn dwaliinanuussuanaasegialusseze 1
arnuvienmfsdmalifnauliaugalumsamu  lensasuiinaznszandiogludies
Ty %mzﬁﬁuﬁ%uUﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂi%‘mﬂiuﬂﬂﬂ’jﬂﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ@ﬂﬂizLWﬂﬂﬁUQﬂM@Q%ﬂM FIL9IUAINFUIATLAN
(2020) FWifiudndies 25% vessulszsnumsiauUszmagninasslrtuiuiivuun wihmuune
Lﬂuﬁagjmﬁ’mmﬂismmﬂszmm 69% VUsTINA (World Bank, 2020, p. 45) AsuetEvile
s luTuUNYEaORaLaTanlon1an19gIna m’mm?{augwé’aﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂizﬂaumsiwﬂaﬂu
yuvyzenguiiunezuisiilomadfeiunuuasnanadimnzasldtiosas  msAnwivesBanerjee
war Duflo (2019) wulwssnulusuundeundyiudeditauszuvaudenilidusssy Joilinan
wnlsianansnisuduvidevenessiald (Banerjee & Duflo, 2019, p. 108)
mamwwiaé’mmaqm’mm?iamgﬂL‘flumLmﬁ’lﬁzgﬁﬁﬂﬂq'mmmmmuazmmhiﬁum
Tnsanglulssimaduifefieuudondmaasvsiadnadutiadondnivilieuenaussaser
whnaefimadulamaasvgiaegnadideddylutisaomemssuiiiiumn uengduLEAALAE
13auzAdnsilsnsANEInIugIninALedeTesUsEImAT s (Dréze & Sen, 2013, p. 66)
aruenauivilinguiiumzusiosiisnmmehaoiussuuassgiauenszuu Saaamuiiunsuay
afaRmsinzan dawalsmnivalenalunsin
aruwdeudlududedsdinanszmuegnanndensdfamsinm  Tasawglunguauun
LATITIAILAT  TIBNUIINBIANINIANY  Inermansiay TaussauwisanyssuuAnioUNESCO
(2021) sEyUsEINN 35% veadnluruuniiiiongszuing 6-14 UhilddrSeululsadeu 1Wesnn
asouAtIvAmInensluntsatiuayunisfine (UNESCO, 2021, p. 43) msvialemativilieusy
Tmifnegluiseueiniy - Tedmamsdeusonisdounesvesdiny  uenndanumieusss
danadaaulinedaluaafunidinuuagyiiiiinanudauddussiugusy nsidenuiRluiu
MsFsukarnsdEminenseng o sliAetamisudounnndsiuluden.
AmuvieumSsaismansznuaniaiies yilviAnanuidonnesvesszesulng
AruwdeudnaasygiarliAaterisssniundusutuinaasugiatunguusssnsanlg
Fsanlomavesszrmilunsildiusilunszuiumsuszasulag NsUTMARUETUAYUNTIA
msdlosnnnguulngdiisaidvinadenmsimumlovts  wardsmaiuaudideduuloune
\ASYFNA (Chancel & Piketty, 2019, p. ss2hlranumdsnadwenasudly uvndailddurua
Aruguusendies  anuwdesdduiutaduddiineliinausunsmnansidles  Wunns
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Usgihauaznsiadoulmueanguiigniadu  enudumadlumsdnnismineinsesgfssauiilian
Msfovanvaluvaneiui 1w ﬂajmmLﬂhﬁﬁiaﬁmmsﬁmﬁawﬁdﬂNmi*ﬂ’wm (Dréze & Sen, 2013,
p. 73)

aulilviifisumaasugialinansnudedandonedieiioddy  dawalyinslinineins
Hulvegnslaidsdu  nueauiitlynugftnitrdamsnensldiowadddiuogsiuiios Tuvasiinguau
gInauTidesfianninennssssurfiiionsmsdinndurliinnsdenTnsuvesdauindeuetg
59157 mamaLsuumﬁmlmmm&J‘U’]LwasumawuwLmaﬂmgaqmaﬂwmmasqmwummwmmaqiuﬂ’]
(Banerjee & Duflo, 2019, p. 150) GﬁqﬁwiﬁﬂduﬁﬁﬂaﬂmLﬂiﬂzmwiamnﬂ%uuﬂmamwnﬁmmﬂ
IﬂEJLQ‘W%ﬂauﬂiusmﬂi‘iflﬂ’mﬁm%mﬂ‘-\]uL‘U‘LlﬂamLLiﬂ‘Vﬂ,(ﬂi‘UNaﬂiu‘Vl‘Uf\]’]ﬂﬂ’]iLUaEJ‘uLLﬂaQﬁﬂ’]‘Wﬂma’]ﬂ’]ﬂ

L mﬁammawuwLﬂwmmﬁmmaﬂ’mwmummﬂ%ﬁmm mmlmmwmamumiwwmLsmsmﬂ
ninensuaziasotefisndulunisususseaniunisal (World Bank, 2020, p. 52)

5.LL‘N’TV|'I\1Ltmﬂﬂwﬁqﬂ?qulﬁgamiﬁqﬂqﬁLﬂi‘i‘b‘gﬁ’\]
mﬁmmiﬁ’uﬂmmmmm?iamg’]mqmwgﬁﬂuﬂizmm@mﬁaﬁi”]LﬂuﬁaamﬁwmmqLs?m
ulsuneuarmsufzuluvarnuansdnu laewhiluiinsandosinmansugia maaiuaisassaiig
Haaw uagnsimLAuEBy uwneihiausasjaiiuidlussssdulayssaren
nsldnalnmsufsuieswgia Wy nsnsznesieldrumsiniuneidusssy Gunidy
wuvnsdAnlunisanavAeud) TnstanznsusulssszuumBliianudusssunnty
Ussinaduifsmsionsandiushnmedmiunguiiineldguassiamunelng nieuiaiuuznis
AumBnnindaunazusan eairsoldifivmelunsatuayulasanisaiafnisden (OECD,
2022, p. 35) n339elag Chancel Wway Piketty (2019) LLamﬂﬁLﬁudw5@1315}1@%&%‘1&%33mﬂ
aunuAieiuseansnmlunisantesingmesela (Chancel & Piketty, 2019, p. S50)

uananil Sgmafiunisasilulssadeiuguluguun Wy ssuutauseniu MITuas uas
i denszdumstaniasuginluiiufivuunuazanmsfioninuasnssy degiadulasans
BharatNet ~ fisjaidieslosBumesiinamiigslumitsuunidnonmlunsifslenanansugia
(World Bank, 2020, p. 42) aavnedgasduasugsiasedes nisaduayugsnavuIndnLas
fuszneumslutuunanansatisannuimiendldesnsdivsydvinm  matakenamuatuayy
audeilifinondedmsuiussneumslunguiuszuns wulasin1s MUDRA vesussinaBuiie 3
drudenseAuianssumaAsegialuseausnmgl (Bhalla, 2021, p. 67)

MIARANUIADLE KU TN ANy LAY A5 5 0uE Y mauinlonalunisidnds
msfnundudsdy  Ssuemsuiudssruumsinnniadeiu  Tneenzluiuiivuunuasngy
Usgnsidanudes madinsulssnaeivayulsadouigunasasiassnisosnarsiululsasou
wwandnsniseonnansdusandulanialunisinude (UNESCO, 2021, p. 55) uendini ns
WannmsAnudunaiasarendisifinrudify  nsdaasunsinesidniueneulusuun
wthoiiuainwruazsinlonalunsvhanuluniagranynssuuazuinig wu lassns Skill India
initiative ldaefniinulifuussnuiulyivaned ey (Government of India, 2020, p. 32)
SpunamsUuUsuineassagy  Wesnmadhdsuimsasisuguidutieduddnlunisanai
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WRBNANINATEFNY $5UNaAITYEN8lATINITUTEAUAYAIN WU Ayushman Bharat Liialvinseunqu
Uszsmﬂﬂu%uummzmjmssmzﬁw (Singh, 2020, p. 40)

nsUsunedinuiveginisidenyfuRnulsTaeuazinmy FguamsaLiiuniseens
Wunniedesiunisidenififluaniuiihaukasssuunisfing Tagenaiansanimualaacm
dmsungunssaganluiainiasguasienyy  SaulensdeasuANuwiLigumana (Dréze & Sen,

& 2 o o < a o v LY s

2013, p. 81) usnaninsaiuaruaszniniludeuniiaudfy Inensialasinissusdiive
asanudnlaineriuansuaganuwiniied wWulasin1s Beti Bachao Beti Padhao #iijuiiunis
! a a a < a a a = = o w d' A [
duaSuansvenanuigslulseivaduie Jallunumadylunisasuwdasenfisunisdaan (UNICEF,
2021, p. 24)

msufsumemsidies  Teglamznisiiuanulysdalunssuiunsimuauleuigasisuy
Judsddgieannisideuselesdliiungunu nMsdnnmiisnudasziionsisaaunistddumuly
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