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Teachers Once Led €ducation Reform, But Failed
A Case Study From 14 October 1973 Incident®

Chaichan Prangpratanporn®

Abstract

This article aims to study the role of teachers in the 14 October 1973 uprising,
utilizing historical analysis and a “History from below” perspective to explain
the relationship between Thai teachers and educational reform, a major policy
set that has shaped Thai education since the 1980s to the present.

The study found that during the 14 October 1973 uprising, teachers,
especially those from private schools, were a significant force in the political
struggle. This event led to the first-ever political proposal for educational reform.
However, due to the economic and social status of teachers, unfair labor
practices, and a Teachers' Council that was not representative of most teachers,
teachers, as a grassroots group, were forced to fight for their economic interests.
and able to unite, but unable to drive educational reform. As a result,
technocrats were able to successfully implement two rounds of educational

reform, shaping the face of Thai education today.

Keywords: Educational Reform, History from below, 14 October 1973 Incident

® This article is part of the thesis "The Reform Policy and the Quality of Education in Thailand,
1977-1995 A.D.," which was submitted to the Department of History, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Srinakharinwirot University in academic year 2023.

¢ Completed M.A. in History from the Faculty of Social Sciences, Srinakharinwirot University in the
academic year 2023 and currently working as a teacher at Phrommanusorn School in Phetchaburi

Province.
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