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Abstract

This study aimed to: 1) examine the development of the rattan basketry handicraft group;
2) investigate the problems faced by the rattan basketry handicraft group; and 3) study the process
of building a learning network within the community of the rattan basketry handicraft group in
Ban Don Kho. A qualitative research approach was employed. The main informants consisted of
15 people. The researcher collected data from relevant sources and individuals through in-depth
interviews, participant observation, and the collection of images and audio recordings from the
group’s activities. The findings revealed that the Ban Don Kho rattan basketry handicraft group
was formed by community members who possessed local weaving wisdom and received support
from the government sector, resulting in the group’s sustainability and continuous activities. The
group’s formation aligns with the Community of Practice concept, which emphasizes learning
through joint practice. Moreover, the study found that the group faced major problems, including
the shortage of natural raw materials, the lack of a younger workforce, and an unstructured
internal management system, which limit market expansion and the group’s sustainability. The
process of building a learning network within the community arose through actual collaborative
work, informal communication, and reliance on cooperation both within and outside the
community. Social capital played a crucial role in strengthening the group and expanding learning
outcomes to better meet consumer demands with products that the group co-created with
various agencies, aligning with contemporary trends to enhance the attractiveness and usability
of the products for consumers.

Keywords: Community learning, rattan baskets, Ban Don Kho
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