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Abstract

This article aims to discuss the emergence of Thai as a Foreign Language (TFL) as an academic
discipline and to examine the role of graduate education as a key mechanism for its disciplinary
development. Employing critical analysis and conceptual synthesis of relevant literature, the article
develops a conceptual framework concerning the disciplinary identity of TFL, its core knowledge domains,
and the design of graduate curricula.

The analysis suggests that TFL is currently in the process of disciplinary formation, as evidenced
by the emergence of its own object of study, research agenda, and specialized body of knowledge.
Although the field continues to draw upon theories and research methodologies from linguistics, applied
linguistics, second language acquisition, Thai studies, and language education, the article argues that TFL
should be conceptualized as an interdisciplinary field of study. It further proposes five core knowledge
domains: (1) the Thai language system of foreign learners; (2) learning difficulties and Thai language
processing; (3) the socially appropriate use of Thai; (4) Thai for real-world communication and academic
purposes; and (5) knowledge construction and innovation for Thai language learning. In addition, the
article presents a framework for graduate curriculum design and a research agenda to support the long-
term development of the discipline.

The article concludes that graduate programs in Thai as a Foreign Language can facilitate learners'
transition from advanced users of Thai to language analysts and knowledge producers. Such programs also
play a significant role in establishing the discipline's academic identity, shaping its research agenda, and

supporting the sustainable development of Thai as a Foreign Language as an academic discipline.

Keywords: Thai as a Foreign Language; Graduate Education; Curriculum Development; Disciplinary

Formation; Disciplinary Identity.
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