Thai Social Science Journal Vol. 3 No. 2 (March-April 2026) wu'q | 43

Thai Social Science Journal Original Article
Received:18 March 2026 Revised:9 April 2026 Accepted:26 April 2026

WlgurenseAuasegna: AAT1ed “Au-Hied” waz “AuazAsy” ABTINNIIAIANYDIYUYY
natsuazaslulne
Economic stimulus policies: Analyzing the impact of "eating, traveling," and the "co-

payment scheme" on the social lives of Thailand's middle and lower classes.
WeUsEY gaussne’

Mr.Pracha Sutpanpot

UNANED
unenadidinneinanssnuddauvesnlanenssduassgiresiingluriuasdsings
Tain-19 Taeifunsdlinnsnis “auaveds” wazulovienay “Au-wier” daduulouedlinsuslaad
nalnvdnlunstuassgia  nuAnuniauslfueslsviedinanlifedugusedosionaasgia
mnuAduulovefiunsnfuthgiinsedriu wasdmadonmduiusmedsay anusiuadu@in uas
Auvienaddasadeserirudunanauassutuadludsesing unanulinseuunAnduulous
assne  Sgatainsdadendh  vquituduiazeruvdend)  ussuunAnasgianiadlesoinis
uElnaflolinnsinansgnuidavioudiou  namsAnwmuinlevensefuassgowuy  “Au-1g”
aanadsuanegnaditoddyderudunans fludunisiugzuuuunslitin mnuduasnsdale wa
msshssanuradeay luvneiivudusnduliulsleniosneiiin esndediiaduseld e
laisfuadumahou uazdoulinmaddalsusifanmealulaidvouaznissniie wardlidiui
wiiuleuigazgninavelunseuvesrnudigwdediunt  wilumauAnduiuuliunseaneusslol
othslivinfien  uasddndunsudsteuimiendddasiadne  unagUvesnsfinuiiauedn  nns
sonuuuulenieiasugialusarmsvdunmsansziunsuilan  lugmsduasesanusiuadludin

o £

wazdnarsAudunyed TnaAdafanuua e LB UTULAZUS UNVINIAIALOE 199399

° o w v a 24 a ~ & g . a 3 o
A8 QJ}Z UIEJUWEJﬂ'ﬁg(QULﬁ'ﬁHﬂﬂT\], AUALAIY, NU-LNYT, YUTUNAINEASYUTUATY, ATULRADUATNINEIAU

1 gndvnsdasy | independent Scholar, Thailand

Corresponding author, e-mail: prachasudbrrpht@gmail.com



Thai Social Science Journal Vol. 3 No. 2 (March-April 2026) Wi | 44

Abstract

This article examines the social impacts of Thailand’s economic stimulus policies
implemented during and after the COVID-19 crisis, with particular attention to the Kon La Khrueng
(Half-Half) scheme and consumption-based “eat and travel” programs. Rather than viewing these
measures solely as economic instruments, the study conceptualizes them as policies that
penetrate everyday life and shape social relations, life security, and structural inequality between
the middle and lower classes in Thai society. Drawing on public policy and targeted welfare
theories, class and inequality perspectives, and the political economy of consumption, the article
provides a comparative analysis of policy outcomes across social classes. The findings indicate
that consumption-led stimulus policies generated substantial benefits for the middle class,
including the restoration of lifestyle practices, enhanced psychological security, and the
preservation of social status. In contrast, the lower class experienced limited benefits due to
income insecurity, precarious employment, and policy access conditions that relied heavily on
digital technology and co-payment requirements. The study argues that although these policies
were framed as inclusive and universal, their implementation resulted in unequal benefit
distribution and contributed to the reproduction of existing structural inequalities. The article
concludes that future economic policy design should move beyond consumption-oriented
stimulus toward a framework that prioritizes life security, social protection, and human dignity,
while explicitly acknowledging class-based differences and social contexts. Such a shift is essential

for achieving more equitable and sustainable economic recovery in Thailand.
Keywords: economic stimulus policy, Kon La Khrueng, consumption-based policy, social class,

social inequality
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anadniunisinanuianelavsenginssunisiidnevesidnsulasmis WINNINITIATIEY
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1.2 TngusraeAvasuNAY
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2.2 usutu ANuMEBNAT warNuINEIAN
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3. AIWIIWNIATNT “AUAZASY” WAL “Au-Lilen”
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pg19maLiles (TDRI, 2021; World Bank, 2021) Tuszeze11 sutunanieadinsudyasdsdunisandu
wifazlesulslemianuleuenseduiasvgialuszezauinny

AITUNANTENUTRIUEUIY  “AUAZATY WAy “Au-Lien” sovutunansddlilidndnegiiieenis

o

nseAuMsliang widunedesiunisdanisensual anumands uaganuduiusseninesyiunaiiesly

=

gAndsings Jadulifiniaaslasunisfinsaneginiilumsesnsuuuleviersugiuazdsaulueuan

¥V
1 aa 4 v !
5. HANTENUABYINNIEIANVDIYUYUA
5.1 mMsdhnsuleuneiudednindelaseaing
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AMILABIIEAULEY HIUNTTTIUNAIBDITN NMTanAMAMTIN ion1sfisnnsetngliiduninis wu
ATBUATILALYUYY (Standing, 2011; UNDP, 2021)
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