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Abstract

This article examines the culture of educational competition in South Korea, one of the
highest-performing education systems in the world, which is also characterized by intense
competition and significant pressure on students. The study aims to (1) analyze the nature of
educational competition in South Korea, (2) investigate its impacts on youth, particularly in terms
of mental health and quality of life, (3) explore the relationship between the education system
and social inequality, and (4) propose policy recommendations to create a more balanced
education system. The findings reveal that educational competition in South Korea is driven by
high-stakes examinations, particularly the College Scholastic Ability Test (CSAT), and the
widespread role of hagwon (private tutoring institutions). While these factors contribute to high
academic performance, they also intensify social inequality. The study further finds that intense
educational competition leads to significant negative impacts on youth, including stress,
depression, and other mental health issues, as well as an imbalance between academic life and
personal well-being. Moreover, the education system reinforces social inequality due to unequal
access to educational resources, particularly among families with different socioeconomic
backgrounds. The article suggests that education reform in South Korea should focus on reducing
excessive competition, diversifying assessment systems, promoting youth mental health, and
addressing educational inequality in order to build a more sustainable and equitable education
system.
Keywords: educational competition, South Korea, hagwon, youth mental health, social

inequality
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Pinvaainisey  logngluiunisdnassiiakasanuanasenieiniunseey dniseunmvala
PwundedldialuwsaziutunmsiewnsliulssdoutazlsaSeuninie  swiuduavaiedilus
AR N NN D ULAZLIANEIUAITNR (Lee & Larson, 2000) NMsvaaIinNausg1afissneliiies
daHanagun NS IeNTY widsdrasioauns Anuaunsalunsseus uarAanuianelalutinlae s

uonantitnissudaiiloniadeslunisitndiufanssutunuinisnsefanssunida GRSV
asdusznovddgvasnsiautenwuluiiiivanvate  dwalidinvesdnSeulidnuae  “liauga”

(Imbalanced life) IngwiuluiinsiSeudundn  aunmdinfianasiananasvieuiiadedninvesssuy



Thai Social Science Journal Vol. 3 No. 4 (July- August 2026) wun | 42

mMsfnwfigeiumadnsidimnsunnienuluegifvesdisow dalulssnuilasurnuauladiniy
Tudrimsuaruleuigansnsoe
5.3 MIWAUIIYARNAN

v A o a

dnuilaansenundfy AN THAIENUASNANUDLEITY  IAgSeuUNSANYITLEUNSWaTY

o

wagmsaeudinduasunisiSeusiuy “vesn” (Rote learning) 11NNIINSANIASIEINTENTAI9ATIA

TUUSUNUBANIMELS  NISLPSEURIARUNISNAGOUNIATIIUILAUNAVOUNIMALS  LasnsuUstuiivawng

Y

wIngndetuihviivinisseunsaeuyaduluinisvidegeuias nsiiuaziuuaNnIINITRMLIINYE

= 1

WW9An [uANUAnGININE ( Critical thinking) #3eANUAAGIES19ETIA(ChoI et al,, 2012) dwwalid
¥ Y o v LY Y Ao & o [y 1 & [ I Ao

Aseuenaiivedinlunisimuyinvendndudwiulangalnduenanil  nsegluanimwindeuitiinis
wiatugedionvdamasioinuINImdiLlarosualvetedTy Wy MsiUTeuiisunuesiugay ms
yannudulalunwes viemsliguaiuanudusamadnnisinnhnuedu 9 Tudie Tussesen
HANTENUAINAIDRANAsBANENMYBILTIULAEANIAINTalUN SUSUATudPuTUA s LI UA g

590157 FeAINTVINWENMAINTIAIEUINNIIANUTRNNTINE RN

6. ﬂ'ﬂllLﬁgaug']%']ﬁﬁ\‘iﬂuﬁﬂﬂizUUﬂ'l'iﬁﬂ‘l‘:ﬂ

wihsguuns@nuludsamanmalizgnueaindunalnddglunisaddleniauasensediu
anueyadany uslun1suFoR sruuiinannduiiunuindrdlunsuantinaznenganumieuavng
&y Tesannsmeldviunvesnsudsiunsmsnumidudusagnsfiannssuunisinwiiensuseig
WInane (Byun & Kim, 2010)

6.1 AnswdaNgdulan1Emen1sAn

widlufifdfyresanumaeudmeamsanuionuuansiesiin - “lonalumsiddmsweins
nemsinw” seninaseuadifitseldgauarnelam ludsmnnvald aseuasififlpusmansugia
Andanunsoamulunsnernsmensanuildinnnd Wy madeululsadouniein Alganimgs ns
$rengaeuiiay viensidhdsdenisGeusiiviuats (Byun et al, 2012)

Tumansstuing aseuatififisglitessinidedidalunsamusiunisinu dealiynsvaiudl
Tonavfoslunsudsiulussuuidiunarsuuuaoudundn  anuuandnadainanillg  “deainams
waﬁqu’émamaﬁau” (Achievement gap) ﬁLﬁwﬁusW’mﬂdmﬁmm (OECD, 2010)f9tA uinsyuu
nsfnwandalonialimnaudfamsdnulussduiiugn wilussdunsusdufigdy anulfiuio

maAsEgRanaulunuImaAglunsivuanadnsnansing
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6.2 A Y18]5UTIUNINIYY NUBUTUNIIFIAL

[%
o w o

unumveddsaseunieivn  Tussuunisanwinmalaidudaduddunaeulesiuanuasudd

o
¥

mdaen  esanAildinglumsSeunainiyangs wasiunlihufistustdeillos Aseun3Inil
eligedaannsadsymsmanuinGoululsaioumein  Adedsuaziaunngdldunnnin (Bae &
Choi, 2024)

madhdslsaseumminidgunmlildidudienmsiilonalunaGeous woigadunsiia
Temalunsudstulussuvaouififniugs Wy msmaseusnasgIusEAvAve LN mald dwaliifn
anuldiUsudslanainswesngurudunansuassuiugdluddaseadng szuuTsadounini Juimii

- v ==

Wy “nalaasy”  19819AUMARNA19INTLUUNTANEINAN  Na1ABLLINTszdnn1sAnwlusE Uy

<9

v 6

15958 U WYL Lwimiﬁa&j%aizwﬂﬁﬁﬂmLaﬂﬁuuﬁLﬁi’fmLLG?Nﬂé’uﬁﬂﬁmaawwwmiﬁﬂmLmﬂsm
fuegaiitedAy (Choi & Choi, 2016)

6.3 NMsauNEATUTLHIUASAN

mnuvEetaansanlunmalddadenlosiunssuaunms  “nsduneswutu’  (Social
reproduction)  suszuumsAnwlaglamznsdndaminendedu Wy uvinendouienilea
WIS MG wazuninedeveulsdaiunumdrdnlunstrundunnsednwaraousnnadeey
(Lee & Shouse, 2011)

tnifeufiannsndguminededuiinldsulemalumsvhaulussdnstuiwionagsia
yuelvg Failgnelduazanusmadanudiganin Tuvaziitniseunnaseuasiiiinineinssriing
Tomatoslunmsiindamiinetdomani dwalinisideuaanusnedenn (Social mobility) F4esain
(Byun et al,, 2012)

Usingnsaldsnanasvieuianaiauvesssuunsdnulugiug - “nalndndennisdeen” 9
Foulomadnsmanisinuiulaswadeudueddlnddn Jeaenndosiuuuiinves Bourdieu fiuesia
ﬂ1iﬁﬂmﬁ‘umuwmslumiwﬁm%wmmLwﬁau§1u1ﬂﬂdﬂﬂ13amﬂ3mm?iamé"lﬂma;ﬂ szUUNMIANE NI
W whedunumddglunsiauminensgsd  wilususdorsufidunalnfiahuasaondia
wideuA AL Huemawansslunsdnimsnennsmansine mldinglusruulsaSeunein

o A o

1 v A ¥ 1 a v & o a T o 1 ) =3 [ 1 1% Vo
LL@ZIﬂix‘iﬁi’W\‘iﬂ’ﬁﬂ@Lﬁ@ﬂLGU’]QﬂJM’]’JVIEJ’]ﬁEJGUu‘LJ’] ANULABUAIAINA T UY TELAUEN QW‘-U’]LUUG]@QIW?U

nsun busuUleuIEEs1 s NS 19U N BNN9N1SANYI 08 19UYIA3
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7. Wlguiesguasnisufzunishnen
meldusumesnmsudaiumanstinuidutusaznansenuilauseienvunazanaumdouan
madaen Sgunanaldladuiuulonieuazanansuisunsinmedisdeies Tnefidmnedieain
aunaTEndng “UsEANSAMNNNISANYY Uar “AMNMAINYeLE” aglsiaunisanduuleue
Fanandandyiudedinddasaiuarussdimantamnsssunmsutsduitsnanluda (OECD,
2024)
7.1 MM13AUANIIIZEUNIAIY

o

viklusnasnsddguesssionsmuguunumvestsaioumain - Fegnussindudadevdni
slnsudstumensinurienudutusandenuniendmadien Ssuianmaldldoenngmne
LAzLASNIING 4 Wiediaransenuveslsudaunnivn Wy msfuaada-Unavesanituninivn
Tnsanznmsmadagenlutisiainanfundsianditimun (Curfew policy) (Choi & Choi, 2016)
uenaniiSadsdiamumeenslumsmueudldievedsaFounein eannsemeniaiues
AsaURdY wazanAnldiuTeuvemnauiitiselags ogslsfinuumsnisdsnansindssaudediialuma
UFUR 1osnnanudesnisvesunaseuaziniFeudinigs dualsiAnnisusuimessain hagwon 1wy
nsénesuwuunsaeuludssuusaulativionisasuuiuudIusi (Bae & Choi, 2028)f v uiFnseauay
Tsadoumein anduulovedidy wifagiouiinnuimevesiglumsmuny “seuun” Aideanny
Baneunazmovaupinousigdlavnsdinuegesing)
7.2 AIAALIINARUNINISANEN
SnuilauuameddyesnsufsunsanunAonisanusenadunisnisdng Tnslamzansuiuuss
syuudeuutstuiitidnuasnlu “high-stakes examination” LHUNSVARDULINTTILTEAUTIAVOIN WA
1 Syuialdnenewaneudduesnmsaouiissnsafion uarduasunsussdiumaiivannvanesnniu
Wi N1siasaNan1sseululsaseu (School records) nienanssuasuvangns (OECD, 2021)
uenanil fafieumeneulunisanaiuuuifnnisinwuuussdsan ( Holistic education) e
sfnwiisjeiangEouluifivainats feidnms dnewdin uaranufnadieassd ieannis
fammsBeuluuiesiuaymIntsiuiuasuungeuiissegaien eglsinunisasuniasianan
Judiutesitn  esndinudnddianuddutuaminedoduiwasnansuuuaey  dwaliuse
nesuUNIINsANwSansagluseiugs (Lee & Shouse, 2011)
7.3 UlgugaTUAYUgUAINIAL1 VY

Tuganenssuiiiun sgurainmalalilinuddgyiulseiuguaindavedensuniniy ag

Wawleuewazansnmsatdvayuluszaulsasoularyuou Wy n1s3nusnistidUsnw (Counseling
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services) Tulsaidou nsdndsgudaunmdndmsuenau waensysanmeuEnsdiudsvedgssuy
n15AnwY (Lee et al,, 2021)

uenanil Sefimsdnaiuuumauinisaunmislulsadeul School-based mental health )is
satiumsaisanmuandenlilssSeuiidedequamemaialavesindou 1wy msaamsznisiGeu N3
afefanssuduaSuaunmdn  wasnisiineusuegiianunsaguakazdanadymmadnlavesinSeula
othavmnzay wiulsuemariazinnufiondh widymasamislunduensuseaduamime
ddy lemnsnueslgmidenlesiulasadinisustunianisinvsazateunnsdaufionnsenis
Wasuuvasluszezdu (kwak & Han, 2019)

Tnvagu ulsniessuarnsufsunsdnulunmaldasioudsrnumeeslunisudlelymiiin
INTLUUNITUATUNWNTANE ﬂgﬂuﬁ’mmimmﬂiqﬁaummiﬁm NFAALITINAGUNINITANY Loy
MIATUAYUA VN NINVBAL1IYY ﬂ’J’lllﬁ’lL%R]GUENHIEJUWEJL%ﬁ?ﬁgﬂﬁuaQjﬁUﬂ’]iU%IULUgEJuIﬂNﬂ%”NL“?N

A [ 5 = & v o w a =
sruuuazaleunsdenumugiulugadunnuimedifyresnisufsumsfinulussezen

GEYY
‘qi/ Y X 1 Y} = = '3

unaNuilaAs e R InUsIIINIsLIItuen s AN ludseanma lAluguEUIINN1TaINIg

depuiilinnududounaziouleaiulasaasiamiuasugia da Lasiausssuedands lnenud seuy
. a9 YA v & Ao a a P ) £ a - = v @ &

nsAnwunvaladanvas lussuuniussavsnngslusiunadugnsndnnis  udluvaeimeaiuidy
SEUUTITUARDUMENITWIITURENTNTY  Inalawigiunalnd Ay 1Y N9d0U NISVAFBUNINTFIY
STAUTAVRUWNMALE  wazUNUIMTRNlsISsuNMeITenTY  FevininisAnwnduna “Tenna”  uag
“FuNuwTatu” Tunaaelnu

Tudmgul) nMsdnwilunivaldaiunsassuiglavslugiugnisamuiaiianuuyed waglugiug
nalniindngiANuwdeNamday  leglangdlofiansanfaunuInas U IAILsINLALNSNeINS
VNULATHENIVRIATOUATY WANIINT LWWIRRNITUUITUNNISANE AT N13TUTDIARNAI(Credentialism)

fagagaturennududiurasnsudsluniintulusyuy Failugusanesulusedugeianisou

Y

NANISAATIZRT MU TRUSITUNITHUITUMINAAINANTENUBE T FusaLe1IsL gty

o

AUAVNINTA LYY ANULATEN NITTUATT kATANUNLDEAMIBITU HRBAFUANAINTIATNUINAIIY
auna uardedninlunsiauinuedeasneassd Tuvasedany seuunsAnwdedldnlunisasiuae
MENENANUMABNAIMNE AN HUALLANA1IUNSRWSNeInTNIINTsAnw Tnglaniglsaseunin

1 wazlonalunsdnguning detuih
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winsguanmalsaglaniuuleuisianIuanssuunIng  aALIINARUNINTANY  Uay

dudSuguamdnvedenvy  uieuvineddydinegilasaiiadsruukazaleunsdenuiiln
anudAgiunsuttusasaudnsanansAnelussAugs AatumsusunisAnulueuen

ndusipaiiaisaunasening “anududanmadvinis” uae “anuduegifvesdizen” mugluiuns
anAnuWRena M RNMsAnwegialuglsss  elisruuns@nwanunsavihwihiilunalnlunisada
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