Thai Social Science Journal Vol. 3 No. 5 (September- October 2026) T |

Thai Social Science Journal Original Article
Received: 24 September 2026 Revised: - Accepted: 29 October 2026

nsdinfisensUuvasinuazieve: Yasinsvasnguunglnewazaiuiuiinvasiglunis
1'% L =

AuAsasruUaanisluanuAneg

Children’s and Juveniles’ Access to Firearms: Gaps in Thai Law and State

Responsibility for Protecting Safety in Educational Institutions
Weas Waena’
Mr. Sutee Malaikul
%4 1
UNAnga
unanaRnnstadieszidgmmsdititensluveninuaziensy  Fevinwesnguunglve

¥

wazANSURRvessgiunsAuasesnulaeadtluanudny Tegldnisfinwainienans nguune 9w

9 9

' [
av aaa ¥ U

N1suaraItenneItewvedlnguasasUseing HAN1TIASIEANUIULUSEnA gl

o a

wizslnafienstu  wasesnsvawly  Tagiude eenlinde  uazdaiieue1isUun.a.2490

LY

aye]
WszswURANATEAAN WA, 2546 wazunsnisauauUasnsdeluaniufine wissuungunedali
ANUEAYTUNITAIUANKYDBUAINLALHATEUATEI IS UNIINNTINITAIVANNSNEND15YRIUAARDY
Tngamziinuasiensy YesinsddyusenaumenasgiunisinuinwersUundilidaau anuiuie
YoeRATaUATENTaNnansadntitenys  nsmdufemunendiniseentueug1n  waznisidenles
FENINTEUUAIUANDIBUUAUTEUUAUUABANUYDENTUANYY UNAIUYBLAUDTIAINUTURATDISFAT
A | v a | v A a Y o a oy Y
Wasunnsyanevaueswazadlnenenauiamng lugniniwedesiu Taedndunisludau laun s
MnueLIRsgIUNISNUnwIeslukazanusuRavegaseunses  nsuiussuulusyginuaznisindiu
Ao UuRaenIas  Msiawsruudesiuenslulavanusuusdduanufing  wasnsasneniiy
FULBIENINATBUATY @0WANYY wasHeauvaesy dnsanluingnsaeermdddns Andds
wavUszlevigeanvaainaugiuanulasndevesdiusy  uanudsauslivssmealnaildounuifa
NMIAUAN “auiity” lgniseuan “nsidndadln” s seuuUsIsANEeaInen sl
- v a9 v A A ' ° Y v = =
naenieas iedesiuilvenisUuneglunnuaseuasesasivagnitluldaseauanydeluanufnm

¢ [

o o v = v Aa o/
ﬂ']ﬂ']ﬂiy: EANLLASLY1IYY, mqﬁ'ﬂu, ﬂ?iﬂ’)UQN@W?ﬁﬂu, mmﬂaamﬂuamumm, AIMUIUNAVDITY

Tinisnisdase independent Scholar,Thailand

Corresponding author, e-mail: suteemalaikul@gmail.com,



Thai Social Science Journal Vol. 3 No. 5 (September- October 2026) niu |2

Abstract

This academic article examines children’s and juveniles’ access to firearms, gaps in Thai
law, and state responsibility for ensuring safety in educational institutions. The analysis draws on
legislation, academic literature, and relevant Thai and international research. The findings indicate
that, although Thailand has the Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, Fireworks and Imitation
Firearms Act B.E. 2490 (1947), the Child Protection Act B.E. 2546 (2003), and school safety
measures, the existing legal framework focuses primarily on regulating firearm licence applicants
and lawful owners rather than preventing access by unauthorized persons, particularly children
and juveniles. Major gaps concern insufficiently defined firearm storage standards, owners’
responsibility when children gain access to firearms, post-licensing supervision, and inadequate
coordination between firearm regulation and school safety systems. This article argues that state
responsibility should shift from predominantly responding to and punishing violence after it occurs
toward a preventive obligation. Four measures are proposed: establishing legally enforceable safe
firearm storage standards and corresponding responsibilities for firearm owners; reforming
licensing and supervision to regulate firearms throughout the ownership cycle; developing specific
mechanisms for preventing firearm-related violence in educational institutions; and strengthening
cooperation among families, schools, and relevant state agencies. Such measures must balance
public safety with the rights, dignity, and best interests of children and should avoid stigmatizing
students or imposing disproportionate surveillance. The article therefore proposes a conceptual
shift in Thai firearm regulation from controlling “people who possess guns” to controlling “access
to guns,” ultimately developing a comprehensive risk-management framework throughout the
firearm life cycle. Such an approach would enable the state to intervene before legally possessed
firearms become accessible to children and are used to cause serious harm within educational
institutions.

Keywords: children and juveniles, firearms, firearm control, school safety, state responsibility
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