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ABSTRACT

The research entitled Thai Postmodern Literature from 1987-2016 was aimed to
1) study the historical background of postmodern literature in Thailand and 2) to study
the selected postmodern Thai literature. This research is Qualitative Research. Data were
collected from documents on postmodern theories and histories, together with Thai post-
modern literature from the three decades of 1987-1996, 1997-2006 and 2007-2016. The
selected literature from the first decade was Senthangthiiwangplao (The Empty Road). The
selected literature from the second decade was Plaiithian (The End of the candle). The
selected literature from the third decade was Saideuntaabordnaikhaowongkhot (The Blind
Earthworm in the Labyrinth).

The study found that Thai postmodern literature was developed from the authors’
desire to escape from the cliché’ of so called ‘soap opera’ and the unpopular ‘literature

for life” at that time. This resulted in the experimental short stories which was influenced
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by postmodern society and pluralism. The study of the selected literature revealed that
‘art” was brought into everyday life. The high literature was brought to merge with low
literature using intertextuality device. On the aspect of form, the study found that the new
style of narrative was applied. In addition, the marginal discourse of homosexual which
used to be suppressed was brought into light.Thai Postmodern Literature from 1987-2016

Keyword : Thai Postmodern Literature from
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“Postmodernism is originally developed from modernism with the outstanding
characteristic to refuse the ultimate truth and superiority of the metanarratives or the
totalizing theories (Klages, 2003:1).”

@ Steven Connor (2004) n3winsuazussansnisviisdede Postmodernism I
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“Postmodernist theory responded to the sense that important changes had taken
place in politics, economics, and social life, changes that could broadly be characterized
by the two words delegitimation and dedifferentiation. Authority and legitimacy were no
longer so powerfully concentrated in the centers they had previously occupied; and the
dedifferentiation-for example, those between what had been called ‘centers’ and ‘margins’
but also between classes, regions, and cultural levels (high culture and low culture)-were
being eroded or complicated (Connor,2004:3)”
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