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“Soi Sai Kham” The book of governing the church and kingdom
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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this research were to 1) study the manuscripts of the palm
leaves scriptures at Samrong Yai Temple, Samrong Sub-district, Uthumphon Phisai District,

Sisaket Province; 2) study the Soi Sai Kham scriptures which affect the governance of the
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religion and the kingdom; and 3) study the punishments mentioned in the Soi Sai Kham
scriptures.

The results of this research were as follows 1) Manuscripts of the palm leaves of
Soi Sai Kham at Samrong Yai Temple, Samrong Sub-district, Uthumphon Phisai District,
Sisaket Province have short features, the number of them is 29 leaves, 58 pages and
engraved with Thai Noi characters. 2) The contents of the Soi Sai Kham scriptures were
made by citing Buddhism as many of the doctrines shown in them, for example, the
discipline, the nearby area of the temples, sinful way, the obligations or responsibilities of
a king to his people, the things leading never to decline but only to prosperity. They can
be divided into 2 parts: The first part is used for governance the religion by using religious
offenses to govern. Another part is used for governance the kingdom. Its contents consist
of the laws about the nearby area of the temples, slander, violation of sinful way,
committing adultery, the 12 types of wives, regulations for the government officers, 8
worldly concerns, human rights, gardening protection, rape animals, the scale of animals
prices, theft, Buddhist monk who committed the gravest transgression of the rules and
other miscellaneous laws. 3) There are 11 types of penalties or indemnifications
mentioned in the scriptures namely Parajika, Sanghadisesa, Thullaccaya, Pacittiya,
Patidesaniya, Dukkata, Dubhasita, Khankhakho, Khan mai, Khanpaeng and Khansomma, in
which each compensation has different penalties depending on the status, gender and
dignity.

Keywords: Soi Sai Kham necklace, ancient law
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