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Capabilities and Roles of the Piccolo in 21* Century:
Studies of Selected Repertoires for Piccolo
by International Contemporary Composers
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Abstract

This research project aims to promote the piccolo flute on the Thai Classical
music scene through the creation of newly composed pieces for solo piccolo by

international contemporary composers.

This research is based on performance practice studies of selected original
pieces within the piccolo repertoire conducted through interviews with the composers
Pablo Aguirre, Mike Mower, Salvador Brotons and Morakot Cherdchoo-ngarm.
The study demonstrates the sonic and expressive potentials of the modern piccolo
through the range of timbral variations, dynamics as well as the range of sound
projections explored through the entire range of the instrument. The composers
also often integrate various musical materials borrowed from contrasting idioms
such as jazz and traditional music in their compositions, showing that the piccolo
can also be a tool to explore cultural exchanges in music. The author hopes that the
interest generated by this project will encourage more practical skills studies and
musicological studies of the piccolo, as well as generate a wider appreciation for
this particular instrument. The project also hopes to encourage Thai composers to

write for the instrument.

Keywords: Piccolo / Classical Music in Thailand
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Gillian Sheppard, “The Modern Twig: Extended Techniques for Piccolo” (DMA Thesis, University of Toronto,
2019), 56-62.
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Il- Confusio. La profunditat de [’abisme - Confusion. The depth of the abyss:
Andante dolente

lll.- Combat intern: Confrontacio - Inner fight. Confrontation: Presto nervoso

IV.- La for¢ca dels somnis - The strength of dreams: Lento

" Brotons & Mercadal Edicion Musicals. “Salvador Brotons, Piccolo Concerto 1r mov (mostra).” Youtube Video.

April 28, 2014, https://www.youtu.be/Cf2gsSdsato
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Boris Solomonik, “Salvador Brotons Piccolo Concerto op 126,” Youtube Video, December 28, 2013,
https://www.youtu.be/6KnAPt2xbDw.
Paco Varoch Estarelles, “Piccolo Concerto Op.126 - Salvador Brotons,” Youtube Video, November 16, 2020,
https://www.youtu.be/7So1HVFQhPS.
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Subject Aguirre Mower Morakot Brotons
Special Style Milonga- Jazz Thai Spanish,
traditional traditional, | Catalan
Argentinian Classical
dance Jazz
Form Piece Sonata Sonata Concerto
with 3
movements
Instrumentation Piccolo Piccolo Piccolo Piccolo
& Piano & Piano & Piano and
Orchestra
or
Symphonic
Orchestra
Number of movements | 3 3 2 4
Cadenza in 2™ - - -
movement
Highest note b3 c#a b3 ca
Lowest note D D C# D
Year of composition 2013 2002 2020 2013
Composer’s original Piano Flute Piano Piccolo,
instrument Flute,
Conductor
Country Argentina UK Thailand Spain
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Aguirre, Pablo. “Recuerdos, obra para piccolo y piano de Pablo Aguirre - Piccolo.”
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