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Amartya Sen’s Approach to Educational Justice:
Reflection to Music Education
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Abstract
Amartya Sen is known as a pioneer in welfare economics and the betterment
of society and the economy. For instance, he has made contributions to solving

poverty problems, aiding disadvantaged individuals, improving quality of life, and

promoting public participation.
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The authors of this study have found arguments from well-known educators that support
Sen's concepts of justice, potential human development , the capability approach , and

compulsory education. It is important to emphasize the role of justice in education.

In this study, the authors present three case studies that exemplify Sen's approach to music
education : 1) El Sistema, 2) Music for Life Foundation , and 3) Music Sharing. By analyzing
these case studies, the authors find that Sen's approach aligns with the aforementioned
arguments. They discover that Sen's approach and these music education concepts share the
goal of using music to develop and empower underprivileged individuals, providing them

with the freedom to access economic and other resources for a better quality of life.
Keywords: Amartya Sen, Approach, Music Education
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